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Some minor attention was given to exposure assessment and dose-response assessment* for priority-setting purposes only* The rationale for publishing the guidelines, as stated in the preface of that document, was to establish CPSCfs general principles and to solicit comments on them, to assist the general public and the regulated industries in understanding standards that CPSC would apply and regulatory actions that it was likely to take, and to set forth its approach to some issues that tended to recur in each case. The guidelines had no regulatory status; they were a statement of selected inference options to which the agency would adhere. The CPSC guidelines were never used? they were challenged in court, and the court ruled that CPSC had promulgated them illegally inasmuch as they were adopted without an opportunity for public comment. Furthermore, at that time CPSC had decided to rely on the guidelines of IRLG.
Interagency Regulatory Liaison Group
The four agencies represented in IRLG undertook the task of developing guidelines to "ensure that the regulatory agencies evaluate carcinogenic risk consistently." In 1979, after an 18-month interagency effort, IRLG published a report, "Scientific Bases for Identification of Potential Carcinogens and Estimation of Risk." The repoi was prepared by personnel of CPSC, EPA, FDA, and OSHA, with the assistance of senior scientists from the Nation* Cancer Institute and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences.  It was published in a scientific journal (IRLG, 1979b) and in the Federal Register (IRLG, 1979a)? IRLG requested public comment in the Federal Register. The IRLG report was said to represent an inte agency consensus on the scientific aspects of carcinogen risk assessment.* It was the most comprehensive set of guidelines that had been developed for agency use, addre sing most components of hazard identification and dose-response assessment with some general discussion of
*Because rule-making was under way in connection with it cancer policy, OSHA declined to participate in the IRLG notice and comment procedure. After the report was completed, the Food Safety Quality Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture joined IRLG and participated j the notice and comment.